January/February 2009
Greetings from Beanland!
This is our first prayer letter of this year and much has already happened.
I was saddened by the home going of our good friend and co-worker Gerald Pieper on Jan. 5th. We worked together for many
years and many things were accomplished through his ministry.
I am delighted to report that our field conference was a wonderful success. This is the first time we have attempted doing the
conference with the Huichol people. Our theme for the week was one of encouragement. We met with the leadership of the
Huichol Christian Indians. Most of them walked for several hours and then took busses to be at the conference. Hundreds of other
Huicholes would like to have been there, but were too poor to make the trip. There were 14 Indian pastors and their wives present
and several workers. They had been somewhat discouraged and the sermons were a wonderful challenge to them. On Friday, the
pastor of the church asked if we would give an invitation. The invitation was given and the altar was filled. These pastors had
been concerned that they were not meeting the needs of their young people. Friday afternoon, after the American pastors had
already departed, I received a phone call from the Indians to say that they were challenged from the messages and dedicated
Friday afternoon and evening to winning the young people in that village to Christ. They reported that 12 teenagers were saved.
Another man was saved. The head bellhop of the hotel were we stayed spoke very good English and needless to say, almost all the
pastors witnessed to him. On Thursday night, he was brought to my room and I had the privileged to lead him to Christ.
This is not all that was accomplished. One of the Indian pastors was given a generator for his church because they don’t have
electricity in the distant mountains. They will have to carry it up the mountain on their backs, which is a mountain climbing
experience of three hours. Another pastor will be given money for his church roof. They have had the building for three years but
couldn’t afford a roof. One pastor’s building is about to fall down, as the walls are made of sticks and the roof is of grass. They
have made all the bricks for the new church, but had no money for mortar and cement. They will now have that money. When it is
finished, Jerry Jr. will try and make the 12-hour trip (8 hours driving and 4 hours walking) to see that the work is done and take
money for the roof.
Those attending this years conference were: The Mike Susman family, Tammy McGuire, Christine Rayle, Bud Howland, Jaron
and Roland Ortiz, Fransisco Jimenez, Alfonzo Diaz, The Ray Bagi family, John and Mark Ahoern, Junior Kimrey, Kevin
Caviness, Archie McGahan, Fred Daniel, Randall Parker (my pastor), Jerry Jr and Itzen and Delia and myself.
We thank all of you for making the effort to come to this remote area and for all the encouragement you gave us and the Huichol
people.
In the circumference of His matchless love,
The Shaw family
(Please see other side for pictures from the conference.)
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