THE FAMILY

MISSIONARIES TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Dear Praying Friends and Faithful Supporters, October — November 2024

"He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him” (Psalm 126:6). Thank you everyone for your prayers for wisdom for our family. Early in the month of
October, we were holding our services off in a side room of our house. For a time, we had only had two visitors to come to
the Church. Two neighbors, whose names are Maria and Isabel. Maria lives part-time in the U.S. and left for the U.S. not
long after visiting. We are still able to maintain contact with her. She plans to return in the new year and continue to attend
the Church. Once Maria left, there were several services where it was just our family. Of course, we continued to worship
and have service as normal, but all the time praying that God would give us fruit and wisdom as to how to best reach the
people. I had it on my heart to have services out on our carport and to leave the garage door open so passerby could hear
and hopefully be more interested as well as feel more comfortable with entering into the service. We prayed and asked the
Lord for guidance, but there were still some concerns we had. One day, before we began our Wednesday evening service, a
lady passed by on the street who was interested in our Church and had some questions. Her name was Eva. We sat down
and talked about the Church as well as asked some questions about her relationship with God. One thing that Eva
mentioned to us was the idea of having Church services outside on the carport. Everything she said confirmed the thoughts
and prayers we had already been praying about. The following Sunday we began our Church services outside and have
continued to hold them out on our carport since. Much has happened since then. Almost every service, we have had
visitors. There are three ladies who are faithfully attending most every service.

Sunday mornings seem the most difficult for people to come out. Either they are working or find it difficult to
break the habits of their Sunday routines. People are more willing to come out to an evening service here. Outside our
home, there is a basketball goal that has been attached to a telephone pole where the neighborhood boys like to play.
Usually, they’ll come out and play on the streets in the evenings after school. We’ve been inviting them to come to Church
when they’re out playing and we’re getting ready to start Church services. Their ages range from about 8-14 years old. So
far, we have had ten come out on two different occasions and all ten have made a profession of faith after the evening
services. Please pray that these young men will continue to come to Church to learn and grow spiritually without outside
hindrances preventing them. A few days ago, I had reached out to my barber about getting a haircut. I had witnessed to him
before about the Lord and getting saved. His name is Joan. Joan said that he would be willing to cut my hair but also asked
if we could talk about God because he said he was ready to give his heart to Jesus. I told him I would love to, and so we
began to pray for that meeting that I would have with him the following day. Joan told me that day that he had lived out in
the world and came to realize that there was nothing for him there. And that there was nothing holding him back from
giving Jesus everything. He prayed and got saved by the grace of God. He is 24 years old, has a wife who is currently in the
U.S., and a younger brother who is 11. Joan says he will come to Church and bring his little brother with him. Please pray
for this family! Several months ago, we had asked prayer for a man and his family whose name was Guillermo. He was one
of our first contacts here in Puerto Plata. He says he is lost but that his wife is a Christian. They have a little girl who is
about 12 years old. I have continued to remain in contact with him and his family always speaking to them about the Lord

WNTg CONTACT INFORMATION: MISSIONS AGENCY: SENDING CHURCH:
& %
L 1-276-477-5134 WWNTBM Emmanuel Baptist Church
h ¥ eprater91@gmail.com P.O. Box 725, Kings Mountain, NC 28086 19383 Lee Highway, Abingdon, VA 24210

€3 praters2dr . 704-730-1440 Pastor Kevin Rogerson - & 276-628-7835



THE FAMILY

MISSIONARIES TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

and inviting them to Church. They have been interested in coming, but there have been complications with their work
schedules. We had them over for supper one evening and had some good conversations with them on the Bible.
Afterwards, they made an effort to come by to last Wednesday’s evening service. It had been pouring the rain, but the
whole family still showed up on their moped right before preaching. God is knitting our hearts with this family, and He is
doing a work in their lives. They say they want to continue to come visit our Wednesday evening services. Please pray for
them. This previous Saturday I was out visiting with one of our regular Church visitors and Enoch, our oldest son. We had
several good visits, but came across a young man who I have been witnessing to for quite some time whose name was
Oscar. Oscar is in his early 20s. He lives with his mom who he says is not saved, and he says that neither is he. He came to
Church for the first time yesterday. I know the Lord was speaking to his heart. I talked with him after service. He says he is
not ready to be saved, but understands he is lost without Jesus. Please pray for him and his mom. He says he wants to
continue coming to our Sunday morning services. There is a widow lady named Rojelia who lives close by. She is in her
80s. She is a devout Catholic in the sense that she has a devotion to being referred to as Catholic although does not agree
with certain practices such as the worship of Mary, saints, and idol statues. With God’s help, He has given me an open door
to speak with her on several occasions. God has knit our hearts together with her as well. She says she considers us to be
family.

Rojelia has not yet come to Church although a close neighbor and still able to get around very well. But she has
allowed us to have some Bible studies with her. She has shown recent interest in coming out to our Wednesday evening
services. Please pray for her as we continue to help her spiritually. She has asked us to have a get-together with her, her
children, and grandchildren sometime in the near future. Please pray that this can be an open door for us to reach out to her
family also. God has given us an opportunity to reach another family who we used to know when we lived in the capital. I
taught Bible and English classes to their two girls back in the Christian school. Their names are Hannah and Lia. They
recently had to move up to Puerto Plata and show an interest in coming to Church. Please pray that God works in their lives
also and that we can be of a help to them. Several prayer letters ago, I had mentioned a man I had met by the name of John
who had offered to help bring people to Church. It had been several months, and I had lost contact with him. On Saturday, I
saw him while out soul winning. It had been February when I had last had contact with him. I found him sitting down with
a cast on his leg and found out he had had an accident and had to have seven different surgeries. He also said he is diabetic
which has complicated his health. He was surprised I remembered him as well as his name. He told me that he wanted to
come to Church as soon as his leg heals. Please pray for him physically and spiritually. There are many more things that we
could mention in this prayer letter, and I apologize for the length of this one. But God is good! Please continue to pray for
wisdom, fruit, protection, and for God to use our family to be a light here in Puerto Plata. We also ask prayer for a specific
unspoken request. We wish everyone a Merry Christmas later this month as well as a Happy New Year! You are
continually in our prayers. We love you and praise God for you all.

In Jesus’ Name,

Ethan and Brittany Prater

Enoch, Silas, Jude, John, Ezra, and Azariah
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