
Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the 

death of his saints.” Psalm 116:15 

Dear Friends and Family,

August has come and gone, and we have been quite busy since 
returning from England.   On August 14, we attended the funeral of 
Russell Bell.   Brother Bell was a saint indeed.   He was one of the 
“founding fathers” of World Wide New Testament Baptist Missions.   
But more than that he was a fervent preacher of the gospel and 
for sure a faithful friend.   Brother Bell and his wife Mamie took us 
under their wings and became sweet mentors to us as we began our 
ministry of missionary furlough relief.   There are few saints like him, 
and we are compelled to keep on keeping on because of his Christ-
like testimony.   Brother Bell will be sorely missed, but his influence 
on our lives will ever linger, and for that we praise God.   We will miss 
him, but we will never forget him! 

From August 3-8, we began our month attending the 51st annual 
Camp Meeting Jubilee held at Trinity Baptist Church, our home 
church here in Wilson, NC.    Having just returned from England, 
it was a tremendous blessing to sit under the sound preaching of 
the Word of God.   We were certainly refreshed and enriched by 
this week.  We also used this week to get unpacked, settled in, and 
adjusted to life back in the States.

From August 16-18, we traveled to Myrtle Beach, SC, where I had the 
privilege of teaching Sunday school and preaching in the morning and 
afternoon services at Friendship Baptist Church, one of our supporting 
churches.  What a blessing it was to be with Pastor Matthew Gordon 
again, and to fellowship with his people.  We were certainly blessed 
to stay with our good friends Gordon and Pat Milligan.  

From August 18-21 we were in Knoxville, Tennessee where we attended 
a funeral, and then had the privilege of reporting to Ridgeview Baptist 
Church, another one of our supporting churches.   As you know, we 

have been in England all year relieving Roger and Tammy Tooley.   
Two weeks after returning to England, Tammy received word 

that her mother had passed away unexpectedly.    To be 
an encouragement to the Tooleys, we attended the 

funeral and spent some time fellowshipping with 
them as they came home on emergency furlough.   
Please pray for the Tooleys as they deal with her mother’s 
estate and try to get back to some sense of normalcy now that 
they have returned to England.    On August 20, we enjoyed being with 
Wayne Sexton and the good folks at Ridgeview.   We had not been 
to this church in Walland, TN for a number of years, and thankful for 
the opportunity to see them.  A bonus while in Knoxville was that 
we were able to have lunch with our granddaughter, Hana, who is a 
sophomore at the University of Tennessee.

On August 24, we had the privilege of being in a new church to present 
our ministry of helps.  It was a joy to be with Pastor James Brown, his 
wife Denise, and the saints at Vernon Forest Baptist Church, where I 
taught Sunday school and preached in the evening service.   We have 
certainly found some new friends and praise God for the work that the 
Browns are doing there in Winston-Salem, NC.   Please pray with us 
as this church considers taking us on for support.

On August 27, I had the privilege of filling in for Pastor Johnny Taylor 
at Gethsemane Baptist Church while he was on vacation.   It was a joy 
to see the folks there at Gethsemane, one of our supporting churches.   
Marilee was not with me this night because she had skin surgery on 
Tuesday, August 19.   Please pray for Marilee as she recovers from 
this surgery to remove basal cell carcinoma.  She is doing well, but 
she certainly covets your prayers.

I closed the month out by traveling to Winchester, VA, on August 
30-31.   Here, I reported to Emmanuel Baptist Church and reunited 
with those brothers and sisters that I had not seen in many years.   
We thank God for their support.  It was a blessing to fill in for Pastor 
Steve Rebert.    Again, Marilee was not with me, which is never easy, 
but God is in control.

I close by once again thanking you for your prayers, your 
encouragement, and your support.   We will be doing some traveling 
in September and a whole lot of traveling in October.   Pray that God 
would keep us safe and that we will always be sensitive to His will 
as we help churches, pastors, and missionaries alike.   God bless 
you all!

August 2025 

Sincerely In Christ,  
Scott and Marilee Norman


