
   

   Grateful Greetings          January/February 2022  
    from the Groves in New Zealand 
    

 Hard to believe Summer is almost over! Since 
our Christmas newsletter, life has flown by like a 
whirlwind!  So many things to tell you about ς God 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀƪŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǳǇ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ άƭŀƛŘ 
ōŀŎƪέΣ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  
 As you can see from the pictures, the teens did 
a ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Ƨƻō ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ǇƭŀȅΣ ά! 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘƻ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦέ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 
and we even had to enlist some adults to help in 

various areas.  It was a blessing to have many visitors and the 
Gospel was clearly presented. 
 In January our annual South Island Family Camp was cancelled 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻǾƛŘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ Ƴƛƴƛ-camp 
with activities each day and teaching on Principles for a Happy 
CŀƳƛƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ άYƛŘΩǎ Ŏƭǳōέ ŦƻǊ the 

children while everyone else was in the teaching sessions.  What a 
wonderful blessing to have so many willing and able teens!   
  We continued the teaching with 3 weeks of Sunday 
night sessions for parents with children at home.  Again the teens 
did their part.  
Currently we 

are having Junior Church at the same time as the Sunday 
morning service.  Government restrictions say that we 
cannot have more than 25 people in attendance, not 
including staff, if we are not going to discriminate against 
ǘƘŜ άǳƴǾŀȄȄŜŘ.έ  We now have 24 people on staff ς 
people who legitimately do things to help such as ushers, 
music, teachers, sound system, etc.  We have Junior 
Church in one building, with about 15 children and 5 staff (teens and adults).  Everyone else meets in the 
regular hall.  We have been averaging close to 60 people on Sunday morning when you combine the two 
groups.    

  ¢ƘŜ ά/ƻǾƛŘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΗ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƴŜǿ ŘƻƻǊǎ 
and people who were never interested in spiritual things are now asking questions ς ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΚέ  If you are watching non-mainstream media you will see there is a lot going on here with protests.  
CǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘƛǎ άtƭŀƴŘŜƳƛŎέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻǇŜƴŜǊΦ  /ƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ before He 
returns?   

  Brett and Jenny Hoffman are ready to come as soon as Immigration NZ begins to accept applications for 
work visas.  Please be praying, there are signs that it will be opening soon.   

  Thank you for continuing to support us with your prayers and offerings.  We have lost support and gained 
new support, but God has been faithful to provide!  We are truly grateful!  May God richly bless you as you 
serve Him!  

  Because of Christ,       

  Mike and Nancy Grove     
       Victory Baptist Church of Ashburton   

Home Church:  Eagle Heights Baptist Church,  5600 N. Brighton Ave., Kansas City, MO 64119      Ph.: 816-454-7410                                                

Missions Office:   WWNTBM,  P.O. Box 725, Kings Mountain, NC 28086        Ph.: 704-730-1440               

E-mail:  grove4nz@yahoo.com;  Skype username:  michaelgrove64  Skype phone:  816-399-4820                                  

Field Address:   12 Davidson Street, Allenton, Ashburton  7700   New Zealand  Ph.: +6433084695; +6421516442 

Finished picnic tables! ς 

All done with hand tools! 



 
Prayer Requests (updated 12 February, 2022): 
 
-Pray for Godôs Word to soften and convict hearts during these difficult times.  More people are hearing the 
 Word of God preached than ever before with the easy access to online services. We are continuing the 
 ñZOOMò meetings despite being able to meet in person. 
 
-New families are attending as a result of our standing up against the Vaccine passport mandate.  Pray for 
 Perry and Sue and their granddaughter, Zoe, her husband Richard and their child, Timothy.  All 
 have been attending and we are gently trying to be sure of their salvation.  Weôve found many 
 believe they are saved but not all truly are believing in Christ Alone! 
 
-Pray for our families to grow stronger in the Lord and to have an influence in the lives of their friends, family, and 
 work mates. 
 
-Pray for our young people as they attend the public schools ï peer pressure appears to be as bad as or 
 worse than in the U.S. ï especially regarding immorality and alcohol. (Luke, Eli, Cedrick, Isaac(unsaved),  
 Lydia,  Nikki, Hector, Liam, Rianna, and Sheli) 
 
-Pray for Eli (pronounced Elly) who was saved at camp.  He has begun discipleship.  He will be meeting with me, 
 along with Luke to look at church membership.  Luke just turned 18 and Eli will be soon. 
 
-Pray for Jacob, Ben, and RJ all now 18 and officially members of VBC. It is a blessing that they desire to 
 stay involved in church.  Jacob has a job making windows for houses and has begun an  apprenticeship in 
 aluminium joinery.  Ben has an apprenticeship at a local Farm equipment dealer. RJ will  be joining the 
 NZBBTP for the two year Bible certificate.   
 
-Pray for Sam, he and his wife Michaela are teaching the childrenôs Sunday school.  He has been willing to 
 preach and desires Godôs will in his life.  He has expressed a desire to get Bible training to prepare for 
 possible ministry... Potential pastor! 
 
-Knowing what to preach each week in order to effectively allow the Word of God to convict hearts and  challenge 
 believers to actively participate in missions wherever God has put them. 
 
-Contacts we have made at local businesses. (Minu, Chloe, Petrina and her husband Chris, and Eden, 
 friends of Nancy; Dave and Nathan at the auto shop; Ivan at the 2nd hand shop, and two farmers, Brian 
 and Richie, etc.) 
 
-Pray for us to know what to do about purchasing a building or property on which to build. 
 
-We have had several visiting families, pray they will come consistently and become part of our church family. 
 Answer to prayer, one family is beginning discipleship for church membership today.   
 
-Planning to add two new deacons.  If the Lord wills, we will have 4 deacons to divide up the areas of 
 responsibility.  Pray for Sam P., David, Ian, and Sam R. 
 
-Pray that the borders would open so that Brett and Jenny Hoffman can come to help us.  They have enough 
 support to come, and there is reason to believe the borders will be opened soon.   
 
-Unspoken requests. 
 
-Praise the Lord for his blessing in providing our needs ï God is good, all the time!   
 
-Stephen ï Living and working in Bonham, TX.  Pray for him as he gets his full qualifications for the job, lives on 
 his own and serves in his new church family, Central Baptist Church, Bonham. (He is also looking for the 
 wife God has for him.J)   
  

Please do not put any of this information on any form of public media. 
 

Thank you for remembering us in prayer!  Feel free to send prayer requests for us to take to the Lord on your 
behalf.    



Teen activity, badminton in 
our back yard.  Notice the 
garden which is producing 
very nicely right now! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Kidôs club included the 3 year olds. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
One of the family projects during our Mini-camp 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shout out to a supporting church that sent the 

care package!  Saved the last one  

for a special occasions! 

Fishing at Lake Heron 

Freshwater eel anyone? 


