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This Too Shall Pass

Around October or November
many of us wondered how
long all of the craziness of
Covid would continue. Even
today, some wonder, but | like
to remember what Abraham
Lincoln recounted in 1859,
"And this, too, shall pass
away.' How much it expresses!
How chastening in the hour of
pride! How consoling in the
depths of affliction!"

We are seeing life begin to
return to a more normal level
here in our part of Brazil and
although masking is still
required in many public
places, our church services
are in a normal routine and we
are seeing God's people
returning to worship. God has
been so good to protect our
church people, but we have
had some get sick. The Firm
Foundations Bible studies are
producing fruit with two young
men making professions of
faith after church two weeks in
arow. These teen boys are
fruit of their friend who was
discipled by Morgan and
whose parents were discipled
through the efforts of Joel
Smothers and my assistant
pastor Lucas. It is always
encouraging to see "fruit that
remains" and know that "the
sheep are reproducing". In
conjunction with the Firm
Foundations Bible studies, we
have had the privilege to be
involved in a Bible project.

A few months back, Bro.
James Nash, in sponsorship
with his home church Calvary
Baptist in Colonial Heights,
VA, and Pastor Ray Haskett,
presented a project to print
30,000 Bibles for distribution
to unsaved or those who are
being discipled. We were

able to help financially due to
offerings for Bibles that we
received months ago. Also,
we were able to help with
planning and implementing
the printing and receiving of
the Bibles. On August 10th,
Joel Smothers and | got to
help unload more than 28,000
Bibles for people who need
the Word of God. God is
constantly opening new doors
for Bible studies and with
technology even as far as
3,000 km from home. Pray
with us for Uytalo and Lenarte
(new converts). Pray for all of
those with whom we are
having Bible studies. Pray for
us to know exactly what we
should do where our building
project is concerned. Please
continue to pray for the Lord
to raise up a national pastor
for this church.

Prayer Requests

¢ Family Health
o Evangelism, discipleship in

changing dynamics
¢ Smothers Family
Church families/couples
Lucas and family
New Converts
Guidance about building

In Other News
God has been so gracious to protect
our family in this Covid "season". That
protection is not only in physical
health, but emotional as well. There
are pressures associated with being
foreigners on the field, but we live in a
relatively relaxed area of Brazil in
relation to restrictions and even vaccine
mandates. How long that continues we
don't know, but for now it is the case.
We have asked so many to pray for our
building project and many have even
given, but we are reevaluating how best
to use those funds since the property
that was purchased for the church had
its access road closed by a land owner
looking for money from the local
government. As soon as we know
exactly how the Lord wants us to
proceed, those funds will be used to
build a permanent building for the
church here. Please pray with us for
wisdom. Until that time, we will work
to see "the church" (not the building)
edified to be a strong group of
Christians able to continue long after
God has moved us along.




Teenz Korner - Reaching other Teens - Daniella Dickens

We’ve had many new teenagers coming to church recently. We even had a couple
professions of faith. One of the teenagers that has been coming recently is my new friend
Mariane. She is thirteen years old, and I’'m doing Bible studies with her. We only just
recently finished studying the Creation, and it was fascinating watching her as | taught her
different things about the Bible, God, the angels, and the Creation. Many things that most
children in the States think are basic Bible truths were new to her. She’s a very dramatic, excitable type; she invited
two of her school friends to church recently. She also comes to Sunday School, and is enjoying what we’re learning
there. | hope some day she may come to know Christ as her Savior too.
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