God-given Spirit

2 Timothy 1:7, "For God hath
not given us the spirit of fear;
but of power, and of love, and
of a sound mind." There are a
couple of ways to consider this
verse. Either the "spirit"
referred to here is the Holy
Spirit or it is referring to the
attitude. Of course, the Holy
Spirit helps us have the right
attitude. Either way, we have
all been facing trying times in
both the ministry, family, social
and political context. Itis no
different here in Brazil, but we
praise the Lord for giving us
His Spirit and the attitude that
His work still must be done.
Other than most people
walking around in masks, life
is pretty much getting back to
normal here. Schools remain
shut down for the most part,
but we have been able to hold
our regular services for a while
now and our people are
beginning to return. Like most
churches, we still have some
stragglers some of whom use
the "pandemic" as a reason to
stay away, and we have some
who have legitimate reasons.
We praise the Lord for those
who are coming faithfully and
participating in the ministries.
We will start back up our
Sunday School on November
1 and we are anticipating
having a good turnout. Even
in the midst of all that is going
on, we have had visitors come
to the church services that we
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are holding on our front
porch. Some weeks ago, the
church decided to give up the
building that we were renting
and transition to holding
church on our front porch.
This is the next step in getting
our building built and puts us
now within a couple blocks of
where the church building will
be opening doors to reach the
neighborhood close by. Our
front porch gives us much
more space to hold services
and the people seem
genuinely pleased with the
move. Joel Smothers
continues to progress in his
learning of Portuguese, and
has been helping teach and
preach a little more, and will
begin teaching once a month
in the youth Sunday School.

We have a young man
(Lucas) and his family in the
church right now who has
been called to the ministry, so
we are investing time in him
to help his development. Our
prayer is that the Lord lead
him in the right direction. This
past Sunday, we baptized a
family of three who began to
visit the church just before
Covid began. The "spirit"
God has given us is His
sustaining Spirit.
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In Other News

Cynthia has struggled this year with
her health a little, and has become a
"reluctant” vegetarian (she can't have
milk, eggs, or gluten). We seem to
have discovered that she is both
gluten intolerant and animal milk
intolerant and possibly eggs cause
her problems. This causes some diet
changes for her, but we seem to be
finding our groove where all of this is
concerned. She commented the other
day, "Have you ever thought about
how much of our food contains milk
or eggs?" God has been gracious and
her health has improved significantly
with the dietary changes. We are
trying to get the kids back into the
routine of school. Morgan continues
seminary classes, but recently began
an apprenticeship with AR

a mechanic in our
church. He has already
helped repair our
vehicles on a couple of
occasions. These are
things definitely not
taught in Bible college.
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@ " Kidz Korner - By executive decision (that would be me the

Bl benevolent dictator father), kidz korner got interrupted because,
well, I said so, and I wanted to share something from Cynthia's
heart that touched me. Don't worry! No children were offended
by the preemption of this section.
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