
 I believe 
that if I were to 
conduct a survey 
of missionaries I 
would find that 
the vast majority 
would vote to 
change the name of this time 
period in the states from fur-
lough to something more befit-
ting.  This is no complaint, as 
we see in Scripture that it is 
vitally important for a mission-
ary to return from his work on 
the field to report to those 
churches that have invested in 
his life and ministry.  We have 
been back in the states since 
September and so far we have 
driven close to 10,000 miles.  
The Lord has blessed us with 
wonderful supporting churches 
and 3 new supporting churches, 
but it has been tiring.   

 Our hearts are torn as 
we travel and think about our 
people and the work in Brazil, 
but we have experienced so 
many wonderful blessings as 
we travel and have met so 
many wonderful brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  Our children 
have experienced new things, 
and traveling while seeing 
America through their eyes is 
amazing.   "Furlough" has been 
a wonderful experience and 
we have thoroughly enjoyed 
making new friends, seeing old 
ones, and spending time with 
our family, but I have to admit 
that we are looking forward to 
our return to Brazil in July with 
anticipation. 

 The congregation in 
Brazil is doing well.  We had a 

situation that was corrected 
in January, and we are 
praying that it has been re-
solved.  Daniel reported that 
a young lady was saved at 
the beginning of February.  
The congregation has been 
seeing visitors on a consistent 
basis.  The young converts 
that we saw saved before 
we left are growing in the 
Lord, and Bro. Nash is help-
ing to oversee the work while 
we are 
away. 

 God 
has been 
faithful in 
protecting us 
as we have 
traveled.  
He has given us rest while we 
are journeying.  He has al-
lowed us to have relatively 
good health.  He has blessed 
us by giving us so many won-
derful friends and supporting 
churches who have encour-
aged us as we report.  He 
has added ministry partners 
as He has seen fit.  We cer-
tainly do not deserve to be 
able to be a part of this, but 
we praise the Lord that we 
get to.  Furlough may not be 
"vacation," but it can be re-
freshing even while it keeps 
us hopping! 
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From Her Perspective 
Cynthia Dickens 

Recently, we 

visited a church 

in Fredericks-

burg, VA; and I 

was talking with 

some of the la-

dies, one of 

which is a hos-

pice nurse.  I’m going to recount 

a story that she shared, since it 

touched my heart.  (Please, for-

give me if I don’t get all the de-

tails exactly right; but this is how 

I remember it.)  :)  She told about 

a patient that she cared for – a 

lady of advanced age – who 

spoke very little.  However, one 

thing that the nurse consistently 

heard from this patient were the 

words “well done.”  She said 

them over and over, “Well done.  

Well done.  Say well done.”  Fi-

nally, out of curiosity and willing 

to oblige her patient, the nurse 

replied, “Well done.”  The elderly 

woman perked up and looked at 

her caregiver.  Serenely, she af-

firmed, “That’s what I want to 

hear Jesus say.  ‘Well done.’”  

What a precious thought!  For a 

Christian, there can be no sweeter 

words to hear after our journey 

on this earth is over. 

      Over the years, the Lord has 

allowed some of His faithful ser-

vants who are very dear to my 

heart to join Him in Glory.  My 

heart aches for the loss of their 

presence here on earth; but oh, 

how true it is that with each addi-

tion to the ranks of  those in 

Heaven who have done well,  

Heaven gets so much sweeter.  

May our lives here on earth be 

such that one day our Christ will 

look upon us, too, and be able to 

say, 

“Well done.” 
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Those Little Dickens! 

      One morning around the 

time of my birthday, the kids 

were speculating about 

Mommy’s age.  To my great 

amazement, when Joel asked 

how old they thought I was, 

Aydan said, “I think thou-

sands of years old,” and then 

pensively added, “or at least 

63.”  :-O 

 

 

      Upon our kids’ first visit 

to a highway rest area, Ay-

dan enquired, “What do you 

do at a rest area?”  Abigail 

answered logically, “Rest!” 

We have a website!  Please, check it out. 

www.dickensstory.com 
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