
 I am certainly not one to 
quote films, but I have to say that  
over the past six years and 
through all that God has allowed 
us to do in this ministry that singu-
lar motive that we find in Philippi-
ans 3:13-14 when Paul said, “I 
press toward the mark!” has been 
a reminder of all that Christ can 
do when we take ourselves out of 
the way and allow God to work.  

 Since the first of the 
year, we have made a commit-
ment to teach, train and grow to 
the point where we can take our 
first furlough.  It appears that af-
ter 6 years we will be finally able 
to head stateside for our furlough 
beginning in November.  There 
are many of you that we have not 
seen in a long time and I know 
that many will want us to drop in 
for a visit, so please call, email, 
Facebook, whatever is necessary 
because we will also be booking 
new churches to raise additional 
support and I know that our sched-
ule will fill quickly.  Our plans as 
of now are to get back in Novem-
ber and stay through June and our 
missionary colleague here, James 
Nash and I are planning on how to 
cover some of the ministry and our 
personal dealings while we are 
away.  We would prefer a more 
permanent presence actually liv-
ing in our home and taking care of 
things, but the Lord has just not 
allowed that, and I know that I can 
trust Bro. James to handle any-
thing that may arise. 

 Since the first of the year 
we have begun taking steps to 
plan for that furlough and among 
these include making the call to 
our people to step up and take 
some responsibility for the minis-
tries.  Ivanildo will be beginning 
soon to teach the adult Sunday 
School class as he has been grow-

ing and taking more responsibil-
ity.  Edivaldo has begun to see 
the great need for evangelism 
and has begun leading our 
evangelistic team in tract distri-
bution as well as running a 
weekly van route.  This has in-
creased our weekly attendance 
greatly and has led to the sal-
vation of Isaque already. 

 We will be baptizing 
four people this coming month 
and in our next prayer letter 
there will be pictures.  Terezinha 
will be one of those and once 
again seeing her continue to 
grow in the Lord is a tremen-
dous blessing.  Our young peo-
ple are also growing in the Lord 
and our desire is to see them 
actively involved in ministry. We 
are hopefully going to be 
teaching and presenting parts 
of the constitution and by-laws 
to the people in the coming 
months to help them understand 
that this is Christ’s church but 
that they are a part of it and, 
therefore, responsible for it. In 
short, as we “press toward the 
mark” we ask you to pray for us 
and our wonderful people here 
in Brazil.  God is doing a work 
and we get to be involved.  As 
we sow, you and your faithful-
ness allow us to reap the fruit 
that will abound to your ac-
count.  We look forward to see-
ing many of you soon. 
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From Her Perspective 
Cynthia Dickens 

 D a i l y 

devotions – it’s a 

subject that we’ve 

all probably heard 

p r eac h ed  a nd 

t a u g h t  m a n y 

times.  My thought 

for today is not so 

much about the need for or benefit of 

daily devotions (although it is quite 

true that we both need and will bene-

fit from them) but is about different 

feelings that God places in my heart 

as I take up His Word on a daily 

basis. 

 There are times that I am 

struck with remorse over how my 

day was spent, feeling only a minis-

cule part of the grief that God must 

have felt as He watched me squander 

my time.  Many times, I am filled 

with awe that God would breathe His 

Word and preserve it on the printed 

page (parchment, scroll, etc.) for all 

these years just for me to read and 

learn from.  The stories of history, 

victory, loss, love, anguish, and sal-

vation still excite me even though 

I’ve heard and read them from child-

hood until now!  Romans and the 

letters of the New Testament con-

stantly challenge my spiritual growth 

while at the same time, delighting 

my mind and heart with the depth of 

thought required in contemplation of 

their godly truths. 

 But my favorite feeling 

when opening God’s Word is that of 

coming home.  Does it ever feel like 

coming home when you open your 

Bible – such a cozy, familiar warmth 

that you can’t find anywhere 

else?  It’s as if the words virtually 

leap off the page to embrace me in 

the instruction, encouragement, and 

correction they offer.  I’m glad God 

welcomes me to His Word like that – 

like the loving Father that He is, 

drawing a child to His knee.  There is 

no greater comfort or peace.  Oh, 

how thankful I am for each way that 

God’s Word affects me and most 

especially that it is, to my soul, home 

SWEET home. 

Home Address: 

CP 33 

Belo Jardim, PE  55157-310 

BRAZIL 

(804)451-1327 

prjoel@earthlink.net 

Sending Church: 

Roanoke Island Baptist 

Church 

Pastor Charles Tyler 

PO Box 2147 

Manteo, NC 27954 

(252)473-2892  

Mission Board: 

WWNTBM 

PO Box 725 

Kings Mountain, NC 28086 

(704)730-1440 

info@wwntbm.com 

www.wwntbm.com 

Those Little Dickens! 

 The children were discuss-

ing the nativity at the table during 

the Christmas season, and some-

how they got on to the subject of 

which parts they would play if they 

were staging the nativity.  I about 

rolled in the floor laughing as Abi-

gail called out excitedly, “I’ll be the 

three wise men!!!!”   

 What makes it so hilarious 

is that she has enough energy that 

she probably COULD play three 

people at once!  Everyone began 

laughing, and once it had subsided, 

the discussion continued.  Abigail 

pointed at Aydan and with no ran-

cor (making it all the more funny) 

said,  “You can be the cow.”  

 

 Another time, Aydan 

popped his head into the school 

room where Morgan was finishing 

up a project.  He asked (about one 

of Morgan’s toys), “Morgan, can I 

play with Plopper?”  Morgan firmly 

responded, “No,” and Aydan left 

the room, having taken no offense.  

In a burst of benevolence, Daniella 

called out, “Well, you can play 

with my toys for free, Aydan!”  :D 

We have a website!  Please, check it out. 

www.dickensstory.com 
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