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A Gift of Life: Who would have 
thought that 60 tomato plants would get 
the Liberians so excited?  When the 
pastor at Great Commission Baptist 
Church said that Karen was giving away 
tomato seedlings from her backyard 
garden, the church all started talking at 
once!  They were  so grateful!  So Karen 
ended up giving over 250 plants. 
 

A Living Object Lesson: I (Don) 
was able to use a tomato plant to explain 
John 15:5, where Jesus said:  “I am the 
Vine and ye are the branches.” 

 
   The church folks in this farming com-
munity know about pruning, grafting, 
and caring for a vine.  I showed them 
that when a person trusts in Jesus for 
salvation, it’s like a branch being grafted 
from a “false vine” into Jesus--the “True 
Vine.”  And once you are connected to 
Jesus,  you can bear spiritual fruit.   The 
people were thrilled to understand 
Jesus’ simple illustration from the farm.  

“Jesus is Master of the Spirits” 
   What did it mean when suddenly in the middle of my 
sermon the whole church started talking at once?  It meant 
that I had touched on something close to their hearts—that 
I’d scratched where they itch! 
 

 
   That’s what happened as I preached from Matthew 4:1-11 
on “The Temptation of Jesus.”  I taught that Jesus is 
greater than ALL the powers of evil.  I said:  “No demonic 
curse--No sacrifice to evil spirits--And No promises to 
the Devil are too much for Jesus!  Jesus is more powerful 
than Satan and all his spirits!   Jesus can set you free from 
any curse and from all the bondage of Satan!” 
 
   The believers here know what this is all about.  They have 
friends and family that are enslaved by the evil spirits.  It’s 
common for folks to make sacrifices to the demons in order 
to gain power, or be healed, or to curse their enemies.  But 
now, the humble believers of this rural Liberian church can 
tell all their friends that Jesus is the Victor over ALL evil!  
 
Reporting from the Field—Don & Karen Clarke 


