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  “Lord, If You Will Open  
               The Door---"          
   Forty-one years ago, Karen and I were desperate to 
get to the mission field.  We prayed , “Lord, if you will 
open the door, we will go through it!”  God answered 
and we went to Kenya, in East Africa.  Now we want to 
go to West Africa, despite the corona-virus travel 
restrictions.  While many missionaries have recently 
been forced to come home, we pray that God will let us 
return to gospel-ready Liberia.  
 

 
One of the benefits of being a missionary is that you 
don’t always have to wear a tie!    In mid-July, we were 
welcomed at Boiling Springs Baptist Church in Fletcher, 
North Carolina.   Karen wore a traditional, hand-made 
Liberian dress and I wore a colorful shirt from the 
island of Yap, in Micronesia. 
 
 
 

 

Did you know— 
 
That Liberia was founded by freed 
American slaves in 1847?  Liberia soon 
became a “christianized” nation—with 
churches everywhere.  But over time, the 
nation forgot God.  Government corruption  
led to hyper-inflation and food shortages--
which sparked city riots, looting, and 
killings.  The riots led to armed  rebellion 
and a political coup.  Fueled by hatred and 
greed, the people killed themselves in a 
three-way civil war that lasted twenty years.  
The lesson--when a nation forgets God, the 
result is death and destruction.   
  
   Now Liberians are sick of war and they are 
trying to rebuild their country.  They also 
want to know how Jesus can give them 
eternal peace with God.  Their hearts are 
open and their country is open; and we 
are ready to go! 
 

Almost Ready 
   We have our tickets and we’re packing our 
bags. Our house is almost ready for someone 
to watch it while we are gone.  The Lord 
willing, on  August 21, we will  fly to Brazil to 
visit our daughter Hannah, our son-in-law 
Jon Speights, and our grandkids.   Then we’ll 
go to Ethiopia, then Ghana, and finally, 
Liberia.  We are taking three cases of stuff 
for other missionaries.  And it looks like we’ll 
have to take a corona-virus test at the 
airport as soon as we arrive in Liberia. 
 
Thank you for sending us!  Thank you for 
making it possible for us to go through the 
open door to Liberia! 
 


