
 

 

 

 

    “WHY HAVE YOU COME TO YAP?” 
 
    I (Don) was seated at a U-shaped conference table at the YAP 
Legislature.  Veteran missionary Paul Zimmer and I were 
surrounded by about fifteen top-level government leaders.  They 
had grilled us for an hour about a building project for Paul’s Baptist 
school.  Our responses were broadcast live over Yap radio. And 
suddenly, the Speaker of the Legislature called upon me to speak! 
 
    I chose to answer a previous question directed to Paul—"Why 
are you here?” Here is a summary of what I said: 
 
    “Honorable Legislators and Government authorities of Yap, we 
are here because Jesus has commanded that we come.  Jesus loves 
everyone, especially the children.  Jesus has given us a love for the 
people of Yap. Therefore, we are here as your humble servants.” 
 
    “We believe that God is the author of all knowledge and wisdom.  
As our students learn such disciplines as math, science, and 
history—we teach them to call upon God for wisdom.  Once they 
truly know God through Jesus, He can transform their lives to 
make them even better students.” 
 
    “We believe that the Word of God—the Bible—is our guidebook 
for living.  As our students learn God’s Word, Jesus begins to change 
their lives.  We want to help you raise up the next generation that is 
both well-educated AND righteous before God.  It is an honor and 
high privilege to speak to you today.”   
 
    THE RESULT:  God has allowed us to plant seeds of trust, 
understanding, and respect with the government and the people of 
Yap. In one sudden move, God has given us widespread favor 
AND a platform to proclaim the truth!  Thanks for praying for us! 
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Unprecedented Access 
 
God has given Missionary 
Paul Zimmer and I 
unprecedented access to the 
highest officials on this 
island. In one four-day 
period, we met with the 
Governor, Lt. Governor, 
Ministers of Finance and 
Operations, the Legislative 
leaders, and the Attorney 
General. 
 
All of them want quality 
education for Yap’s young 
people.  As a result, they are 
favorable towards the truths 
of Scripture and the 
message of the gospel. 
 

An Open Door 
 
Missionary Zimmer assures 
me that such openness has 
not happened before.  The 
people here have 
suddenly opened their 
ears to the truth.  Please 
pray that God will also open 
their HEARTS! 
 
 


